
From: AD Research Strategy
To: AD Research Strategy
Subject: Restricted Call: Rosetrees Trust Interdisciplinary Award 2024 (Internal deadline: 23 January 2024)
Date: 20 December 2023 17:01:39
Attachments: Rosetrees Interdisciplinary Award 2024 (004).pdf

FAQs Rosetrees Trust Interdisciplinary Award 2024.pdf

Circulated to Heads of Department and Departmental Administrators in the Schools of the
Biological Sciences, Clinical Medicine, Physical Sciences and Technology and the Coordinators of
the Interdisciplinary Research Centres, Strategic Initiatives and Networks
 
Copied to the Heads and Secretaries and the Assistant Directors and Research Development
Teams (ROO) in the above Schools
 
If the Head of Department or Departmental/Research Administrator in your Department/Faculty
changes, please let us know so that we can keep our mailing lists up to date
 
Restricted Call: Rosetrees Trust Interdisciplinary Award 2024 (Internal deadline: 23 January
2024)
 
The Rosetrees Trust has announce its Interdisciplinary Award 2024. The primary focus of the
2024 Award is to fund interdisciplinary research aimed at enhancing prenatal health to foster
improved lifelong well-being for both mothers and children. The proposal must involve two
lead applicants: a clinician and a non-clinical scientist with expertise in molecular biology,
computing, engineering and mathematics or another relevant discipline. It is hoped that the
merging of skills and experience will lead to innovative research that addresses unmet clinical
needs. Applicant proposals must also include details on how the research can result in patient
benefit within 5-10 years.
 
In a change to previous rounds, the funder has introduced  shortened preliminary application
stage before inviting full submissions. Only one preliminary application per institution in
permitted. Preliminary applications will be assessed by a panel of experts selected by the funder
and successful applicants will be invited to submit a full proposal that will be peer-reviewed
before being assessed by the interdisciplinary panel.
 
Proposals are invited for projects with a value of up to £300,000 over 3 years, which can be used
to support directly incurred costs relating to any aspect of the proposed research. The eligibility
criterion of being a "tenured academic" refers to having either a permanent research contract
OR a research contract that will outlast the Rosetrees grant. Moreover, this contract (either
permanent or outlasting the grant) can be a clinical contract. 
  
For further information about the scheme, please refer to the attached call text and the FAQs.
 
University Internal Selection Process
UK Institutions can submit a maximum of one application as the lead institution, so an internal
selection process will be set up according to University’s restricted calls policy. 
 
To take part in the internal selection process, please submit your nomination(s) via our online
form by 23 January 2024 (if asked to log-in, please use your Raven details). 
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Rosetrees 2024 Interdisciplinary Award 


Enhancing prenatal health to foster improved lifelong well-being for both mothers and children 


The primary focus of the 2024 Rosetrees Interdisciplinary Award is to fund interdisciplinary research aimed at enhancing 


prenatal health to foster improved lifelong well-being for both mothers and children.  


Research within this theme can encompass a wide array of subjects during pregnancy and childbirth. This is including, 


but not limited to, pre-conception and pregnancy specific disorders e.g. pre-eclampsia, preterm birth, fetal growth 


restriction and gestational diabetes and also conditions that can affect pregnant women such as cardiovascular disease, 


asthma and infections.  We will consider research that looks at the impact of these conditions on the physical and mental 


health of pregnant women and the same women and their children later in life.  


We also welcome applications geared towards advancing technology, specifically those aimed at enhancing pregnancy 


outcomes, such as home-based ultrasound and maternal/fetal monitoring or imaging. 


Application Process 


This substantial award draws many applications and this year we are inviting shortened preliminary applications before 


inviting full submissions. We will only accept one application per university/institution and it is up to each host institution 


to select the single best application for submission to Rosetrees. Please contact your research office to enquire about 


the internal application process.  


Once the best application has been selected by the Institution/University, the lead PI can access the preliminary 


application form on our Flexigrant portal using this link: 


 https://rosetreestrust.flexigrant.com/startapplication.aspx?id=12705 


Preliminary applications will be assessed by our panel of experts and successful applicants will be invited to submit a 


full proposal that will be peer-reviewed before being assessed by our interdisciplinary panel.  


Preliminary submission period opening 3/01/2024 


Preliminary submission period closing 04/03/2024 (5pm) 


Full application period opening April/May 2024 


Full application period closing  May/June 2024 


Notification of funding decision November/December 2024 


Grant duration 3 years 


Funding amount £330,000 


 


Funding 


• The interdisciplinary award is for £330,000 paid over 3 years. This funding can be used to support any aspect of the 


proposed research. We will fund directly incurred costs associated with the project, including salaries, consumables 


and other running costs. We will not fund directly allocated costs, indirect costs or PhD tuition fees. We will consider 


travel costs (max. £1000). 


• Funding can be used to fund salaries for post-doctoral research associates, research technicians and research 


assistants. In special cases, we may consider funding PhD stipends. In these cases, the prospective PhD student 


must be embedded within a larger programme of research (e.g. a clinical trial or a programme grant) and there must 


be a clear case that Rosetrees support will provide additional impact. 


Eligibility 


• Applications should be interdisciplinary and clearly represent collaboration between a clinician and a non-clinical 


scientist with expertise in molecular biology, computing, engineering and mathematics or another relevant discipline. 


They can relate to any disease or medical condition that affects a significant proportion of the population. 


• The 2 lead applicants should be tenured academics within the host institution. Only one ID award application can 


be made per host institution. However, in exceptional circumstances, we can consider applications from two 


departments in two separate host institutions if, for example, one of the institutions does not host a medical school. 


In these cases, the lead institution will be the one hosting the medical department and will be the only application 


allowed from that institution. Please contact Rosetrees in advance if more than one institution is involved. 
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Applications 


• Please note that the deadline for submission of preliminary applications to Rosetrees is 5pm on 4th March 2024. 


Evaluation process 


• All applications will be initially assessed by a specialist Rosetrees Scientific Panel. 


• Shortlisted applications will then be invited to submit a full more detailed application that will be sent for specialist 


peer review.  


• The highest-scoring applications will then be reviewed by a panel of specialist reviewers who can comment on the 


specific area of work. 


• The final funding decision will be subject to internal approval. 


Contact 


For general enquiries regarding eligibility and the application process, please contact Sheree Oxenham 


(soxenham@rosetreescio.net) in the first instance or Dr Megan Sealy-Bright (MBright@rosetreescio.net). 


Please note that our offices will be closed from our office will be closed from lunchtime, 22nd December and will reopen 


2nd January 2024.  


To apply initially, please contact the Research and Innovation Office at your institution. They will be managing the 


process and will be able to provide the guidelines. 
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Rosetrees Trust Interdisciplinary Award FAQ’s 


                


                Who can apply? 


Does the Medicine lead have to have a clinical position or can they be scientists (e.g. biomedical) that 


works in clinically relevant medical research? 


A biomedical scientist working in clinically relevant medical research is acceptable. The clinician or 


biomedical scientist must have an established academic track record and be in a tenured position at least 


for the duration of the award. 


Would it be possible for one of the lead applicants to be based outside the UK? 


Both lead applicants should be UK based and preferably from the same institution. Overseas 


collaborations can assist if this enhances the research but the funding can only go to the UK based lead 


institution. 


One of the potential PIs is employed by the hospital Trust. Do both PI’s have to be tenured in a            


University, rather than a hospital trust? 


A PI from the Hospital Trust is acceptable and presumed will be Medicine lead. 


Can we put in an application for a project with an academic from a different University/Institution? 


Yes as long as the lead institution is agreed and this becomes that institution’s one and only application. 


The funding must be managed by that lead institution. 


I understand that only one application per institution is accepted, does this mean one application across 


all departments of a larger institution or is it possible for an institution within a larger institution to submit 


an application independently? 


Your application would have to be selected on behalf of the whole institution 


Do the applicants need to be in a tenured position? 


The past ID winners have all been in tenured position and the applicant must be in-contract for at least 


the duration of the project.  


 


What collaborations are acceptable? 


Is collaboration with a corporate partner acceptable? 


Yes once you have your cross discipline lead PIs then additional collaborations are possible. 







Can industrial collaborators, bring in in-kind contribution? 


Yes, we’re happy to consider applications where the company is contributing matched-funding. Our 


preference is for 50:50. 


Can we have collaborations outside the UK? 


Yes once you have your cross discipline lead PIs then overseas collaborations are possible. 


                       


              Will my project fit the remit of this call? 


Would you consider line of sight to clinic a key requirement in writing a competitive application? 


Line of sight to clinic is essential for a successful application. It doesn’t have to result in patient benefit by 


the end of the grant but must be a clear plan on how this will be achieved within 3-5 years post-grant.   


Do you prefer a particular area of medicine? 


The projects are chosen on their own merits and interdisciplinarity and not biased towards any particular 


area of medicine.   


To what extent is the Rosetrees focussed on benefits to UK population health? Is there scope for something 


that would bring benefits to developing countries instead? 


The quality of the project and the potential impact on human health is of highest importance. We usually 


fund research that affects UK patients and some of our research is from tropical medicine which may 


affect a small population in the UK with an impact worldwide. There is therefore scope if a small UK 


population will also benefit. 


Does the funded project have to focus exclusively on clinical research or it can also have elements of 


translational research in pre-clinical animal models? 


Yes it can have elements of translational research in pre-clinical animal models 


    


              What can I include in the costing? 


Is the costing the same as other charitable funders i.e. no directly allocated costs, overheads or PhD 


students? 


Yes it is the same. 


Can Post Doc Research Associates (Directly Incurred –temporary staff) can be lead on applications for the 


RT ID Award?   


We will fund directly incurred costs associated with the project e.g. salaries, consumables and animal 


costs. We will consider travel costs (max. £1000) and small equipment costs (max £1000) that are essential 


to the project. We do not fund directly allocated or indirect costs,  PhD tuition fees or publication costs. 


Would I as a PI qualify for a 1PA salary over 3 years as a back fill giving up one PA of my clinical time? 


We do fund clinical time however this will come out of the total £300,000 award. 







Would we be able to claim £300,000 even if the project has 2 years also how will the funds be released?  


Also should we send invoices upfront and do you pay quarterly or annually? 


The grant offer is for £300,000 over 3 years i.e. £100,000 p.a. Even though you justify in your application 


why the research can be completed in 2 years the £300,000 will still be released over 3 years if you are 


successful. You will receive payment at the start of the project as soon as all the relevant paperwork and 


agreement is in place. After that progress updates will determine the next payments. No invoices will be 


necessary. 


Is only one award made per year? 


Depending on the quality of the applications we have funded up to 3 ID prizes. One fully funded by RT, 


one with a co-donor and one part funded (50%) with funds made up by the university.  However this is a 


decision made by our advisory panel on a yearly basis. 


 







Applicants will need to have the following information ready to complete the online form
submission (please note that forms cannot be saved and returned to):
 

A project summary (max 800 words) covering the following: 
The interdisciplinary nature of the project 
The translational impact of the research
The experience and track record of the lead applicants

Two letters of support with one from each Head of Department of the two PIs,
confirming their support for the project and that the lead department is happy to host the
project should it be successful.

 
The internal review panel will assess applications against the following criteria, which are taken
from the funder’s criteria for the preliminary application.
 

1.       Importance of research question being asked
2.       Track record of the PIs
3.       Potential for long-term translation

 
Funder deadlines

Preliminary application: 4th March 2024
Full application (invite only): May/June 2024
 
If you have any queries, please contact us at researchstrategy@admin.cam.ac.uk
 
Best wishes
Andrea
 
Dr Andrea Walker
Senior Research Funding Coordinator
Research Strategy Office
University of Cambridge
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